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Details of the Changes

Page No Section, if applicable Details of the change/amendment etc

3
Accessibility and 
Reasonable 
Adjustments for 
Students with 
Learning Disabilities

Addition of bullet point outlining examination concessions.

Addition of bullet point outlining the new Hub within school.

Addition of bullet point outlining the creation and delivery of the Community 
Cafes to foster parent partnership with school and external agencies. 

3
Accessibility and 
Reasonable 
Adjustments for 
Students with Physical 
Disabilities

Addition of Evacuation chair information 
Addition of PEEP (Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan) information
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Disability Equality Scheme and Accessibility Plan 2024 / 2025

Holyhead School
 Milestone Lane
 Holyhead Road

Handsworth
Birmingham

 B21 0HN

Ethos:

Holyhead School has a commitment to learning without limits. Students enter the school 
with attainment levels significantly below national average but go on to achieve whatever they set their 
minds to.  They understand how to develop the strength of their character, making them independent 
and confident with vision and intellectual curiosity. How to articulate themselves and how to respect 
diversity, equality and active citizenship through our leadership, resilience and communication

Aims:

In line with the Equality Act 2010 the aims of this policy are to:

1. Ensure all students, including those with a disability as defined within the Equality Act, have 
access to a full and broad curriculum,

2. Ensure that reasonable and suitable adjustments are made to the physical environment to 
ensure students with a disability are able to participate fully in school life,

3. Respond to individual student need to make suitable adaptations to the physical environment,
4. Overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for students with a physical or learning 

disability.

Admisissions:

Reasonable Adjustments:

The school’s duty to make reasonable adjustments is summarised in the Equality Act 2010 as:

● Where something a school does places a disabled student at a disadvantage compared to other 
students then the school must take reasonable steps to try and avoid that disadvantage.
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● Schools will be expected to provide an auxiliary aid or service for a disabled student when it 
would be reasonable to do so and if such an aid would alleviate any substantial disadvantage 
that the student faces in comparison to non-disabled students.

Holyhead School is committed to making reasonable adjustments for students with physical disabilities 
and learning disabilities and in conjunction with the SEND information report. These are explained 
further below.

Information of Students’ Needs and Plans for Accessibility

● Whole staff training is provided to share information on individual students through use of the 
schools IEP document (SLIPs),

● Where appropriate, specific advice is provided from Advisory services such as IDS (Integrated 
Disability Service), the Visual Impairment or Hearing Impairment Team,

● Feedback from lesson observations or student tracking activities provide specific support on 
improving accessibility where appropriate,

● Details of reasonable adjustments to be made by teachers and support staff are provided on 
Abor in linked documents,

● SLIPs based on information from the Health Care reports are written, shared with staff and 
stored in centrally assessed on Google drive and Arbor,

● Individual students are reviewed by the SEND team and any relevant actions for modifying 
reasonable adjustments are made,

● Year 10 students are assessed using a range of standardized ability tests to ensure those who 
need exam and coursework Concessions in Year 11 have them.

Accessibility and Reasonable Adjustments for Students with Physical Disabilities:

● During transition procedures, the Pastoral and SEND team request information from previous 
schools about any physical disabilities,

● SEND team review all information and arrange for a meeting with the student and family before 
the point of transition,

● Where the student also has an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP), the SENDCo attends the 
relevant annual reviews,

● Where appropriate, students have access to physical aids such as adapted equipment and tools 
in Technology or Art,

● Where appropriate, students have access to ICT to support with visual impairments,

● During the first two weeks of transition, SEND track and monitor how well students are 
accessing the physical environment and report back to the SENDCo who liaises with support 
staff
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● There are lifts in a few buildings and new buildings are single story,

● Evacuation chairs are located throughout the building and staff are trained in their usage. All 
students with mobility requirements will have a Personal Emergency Evacuation Plan (PEEP) 
produced. 

● Where appropriate, students are permitted to leave lessons 5 minutes earlier than other 
students with a peer to allow for ease of accessibility across the site,

● All school visits are planned to accommodate any students with physical disabilities and have a 
named member of staff for support throughout,

● Transport arrangements are made with the family or local authority where appropriate so 
students have easy access to the school buildings.

Accessibility and Reasonable Adjustments for Students with Learning Disabilities

● The SEND Team alongside the SENDCo, lead the development and management of the provision 
map for students with learning disabilities.

● CPD activities are available for staff via the SEND CPD page on the Staff Portal. There is also a 
SEND Consortium team that meets and disseminates SEND information across faculties and 
departments.

● Support and advice on effective adaptation strategies are provided through workshops, through 
feedback from observations and learning walks and as part of whole staff training, NQT/RQTs 
training and new staff training.

● Students with Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs are identified through use of PASS and 
myPoint data.  Students are then supported to develop self regulation strategies through use of 
the Wave 2 and Wave 3 SEMH interventions.

● Students who require additional support to improve their learning, attitude and behavior will be 
assessed by the appropriate external agent, such as the Educational Psychologist and PSS.

● Students requiring an intensive nurture based programme to identify underlying unmet needs 
will be placed in The Link for half a term. The aim of this is to support students in de-escalation 
strategies to promote future self regulation.

● In Key Stage 4, the most vulnerable learners are supported in their Mathematics and English 
GCSEs through use of the Access classes. These lessons provide pre and over learning in core 
subjects instead of an additional option subject.
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● Any students with significant processing difficulties will be assessed by the SENDCo who is a 
qualified assessor to identify the need for and provide examination concessions at the start of 
Year 10.

● All targeted and specialist SEND support will be provided in the school’s new SEND faculty, 
which is located in The Hub.

● To promote and foster SEND parent participation, external agents will run a Community Cafe 
once per half term. The aim of these sessions will be to provide families with additional support 
to meet their child’s learning, emotional, communication or physical needs. 


